
Action Day 2020: Unite to Fuel Change 
Greater Twin Cities United Way brought our community together 
to Unite to Fuel Change at Action Day 2020! This year, due to 
COVID-19, Action Day was virtual. We had more than 3,000 
people volunteer at home assembling and dropping off school 
supply packs, helping 40,000 metro-area students! The school 
supply packs filled backpacks that were delivered to local kids via 
84 nonprofits and school districts. Check out videos from the event at 
actionday2020.com!

Twin Cities Rebuild for the Future Fund Helps BIPOC Businesses
More than 200 individuals and 20 companies and foundations contributed to the Twin Cities Rebuild for 
the Future Fund, which is providing immediate support to small businesses owned by Black, Indigenous 
and People of Color (BIPOC) that were damaged due to the civil unrest following the murder of George 
Floyd. The fund is a collaboration between Greater Twin Cities United Way, The Minneapolis Foundation 
and the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation that raised $2.5 million for our community. For a full list of 
grantees, read the press release.

Black Women’s Wealth Alliance is one of those grantees- the organization helps cultivate strategies, create 
wealth, and change the lives of Black women in the Twin Cities. Founder and President Kenya McKnight-
Ahad said, “For many of these Black women, their business was their primary source of income. Not 
everyone has access to the resources necessary to replace things or make repairs, so we are using this 
financial assistance to help keep Black women-owned small businesses out of the danger zone.”

COVID-19 Response and Recovery 
To address critical and immediate needs related to COVID-19 like food, shelter and childcare, we created 
the Greater Twin Cities COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund. Since March, we’ve helped more than 
250,000 individuals and supported 100+ local nonprofits! In partnership with corporations and donors, 
we’ve raised $4.5 million for COVID-19 relief efforts. 

One of those nonprofits, Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, has been providing underserved populations with 
equal access to the legal system for more than 100 years. The agency says demand for help with 
unemployment insurance benefits, economic stimulus payments, and rental assistance has tripled as 
a result of the pandemic. Assistant Supervising Attorney Aisha Servaty said, “As we walk our clients 
through the forms, it’s amazing to hear the impact the payments will make on their lives.” To read the full 
story click here.
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Career Academies Expands Work Experiences for Students
Greater Twin Cities United Way’s Career Academies program helps students pave pathways to lifelong, 
purpose-driven, wealth-building careers. This summer, GTCUW awarded $100,000 to four partner 
school districts – St. Paul Public Schools, Burnsville, St. Louis Park and White Bear Lake – through the 
Career Academies Summer Stabilization Fund. The fund is supporting nearly 100 students with work 
experiences this summer. 

Because of COVID-19, it’s estimated that more than half of summer work opportunities were either 
postponed or moved online. As a result, the fund will support students who are not already involved with 
a work experience program or who have lost a work opportunity due to the pandemic. It will also support 
disruptions in planned summer work experience and internships for partner districts so they can leverage 
relationships with employers and fill gaps for students. You can read the full blog post here.

Make an Impact Through Virtual Volunteering
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected all areas of our life, including how we give back and volunteer. 
However, Greater Twin Cities United Way’s Volunteer United team has created a variety of meaningful 
experiences that meet corporate and individual goals and create impact in our local community! An 
example of an easy and relevant way to volunteer virtually is making cloth face masks and headbands 
for health care workers. Home For Good, United Way’s signature Fall event which helps hundreds of Twin 
Cities families enter stable housing with basic essentials and supplies, will offer virtual volunteering as 
well. To see a full list of current opportunities click here.
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