
Our New Approach to Inspiring and Uniting Changemakers
Greater Twin Cities United Way has been bringing our community 
together for more than 100 years. Recently, we realized how we 
tell our story didn’t adequately reflect how we are evolving and 
innovating to meet critical community needs. We knew now was 
the time to update and fully communicate our mission and unique 
value proposition in new ways. For many years, we’ve been known for 
our workplace/employee giving campaigns and nonprofit grantmaking, 
but we wanted our other core impact areas – 211 Resource Helpline, 
advocacy and innovation – to equally shine.

As a result, we are proud to share a new approach, Unite to Fuel Change, which is innovative, inviting and 
inclusive. It urges everyone to join us as changemakers in a movement to create a greater Twin Cities 
where all thrive, regardless of income, race or place. We encourage you to explore further by  
watching our brand video or read the blog post from CEO John Wilgers.

211 to Help Minnesotans Access $100M in Housing 
Assistance
Earlier this summer, Greater Twin Cities United Way and our partners 
successfully advocated for emergency funding for housing assistance 
needs related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, we’ll play a key role in 
the distribution of those funds through the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency’s new $100 million COVID-19 Housing Assistance Program, 
designed to prevent homelessness by covering housing-related 
expenses.

Because of our infrastructure and expertise, MHFA selected United 
Way’s 211 Resource Helpline to serve as the go-to place for people 
seeking this assistance. As a result, we’ve expanded 211- engaging 
over 30 new call center staff. To learn more about the assistance 
or apply, call 211, text “MNRENT” or “MNHOME” to 898-211, or visit 
211unitedway.org. To read the full story, click here.

P H I L A NT H R O P Y C LO U D C O N N E CT I O N
U N IT I N G C O M PA N I E S W IT H O U R C O M M U N IT Y

S E P T E M B E R 2020 E D IT I O N

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Da8rADeqt_Q
https://www.gtcuw.org/our-new-approach-to-inspiring-and-uniting-changemakers/
https://www.gtcuw.org/how-united-way-helped-secure-100-million-in-emergency-housing-assistance/
http://www.mnhousing.gov/sites/np/covid19housingassistanceprogramFAQ
https://www.211unitedway.org/
https://www.gtcuw.org/211-resource-helpline-expands-to-help-minnesotans-access-100-million-in-housing-assistance/


COVID-19 Response and Recovery
To address critical and immediate needs related to COVID-19 like food, shelter and 
childcare, we created the Greater Twin Cities COVID-19 Response and Recovery 
Fund. In partnership with corporations and individual donors, we raised $4.8 million 
for COVID-19 relief efforts!

CommonBond Communities is one of the nonprofits who received an emergency 
grant from the fund. The organization works with its nearly 9,000 residents to create 
community through affordable housing and supportive services. CommonBond is 
using the grant to expand their assistance, clean properties more frequently, and keep staff employed. 

“For community members already living on the edge, COVID has been catastrophic,” said Deidre Schmidt, 
President and CEO. “Funding from Greater Twin Cities United Way is allowing us to be nimble and 
responsive in supporting residents’ evolving needs.” For more, click here.
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Fund Helps BIPOC Businesses Rebuild for the Future
The Twin Cities Rebuild for the Future Fund provided immediate support to small 
businesses owned by Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) that were 
damaged due to the civil unrest following the murder of George Floyd. The fund, a 
collaboration between Greater Twin Cities United Way, The Minneapolis Foundation 
and the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation, raised $3.2 million. For a full list of 
grantees, read the press release.

African Economic Development Solutions is one of those grantees- the organization helps build wealth within 
Twin Cities African immigrant communities. AEDS formed a special council to review applications from small 
business owners and distribute $160,000 from the fund. One of those businesses was Rebecca’s Bakery- 
owner Assegedech Kidane used the grant to remove graffiti and make repairs to her shop. 

“Our family will be forever grateful to the people who made this grant possible and helped us in such 
uncertain times,” said Kidane. “This grant will allow Rebecca’s Bakery to move forward and rebuild.” To read 
the full story, click here.

We Need You! Virtual Volunteering at Home For Good
Did you know approximately 1,400 households in the greater Twin Cities transition from homelessness 
to stable housing each year but lack basic, essential supplies? Home For Good- one of United Way’s 
signature volunteer events- will be completely virtual this year, fueling change for 850 individuals and 
families in our area. You can help in several ways, such as volunteering to assemble Home Essential 
Packs, making tie-fleece blankets, and collecting essential items or you can shop the Amazon Wish List 
or make a gift to support local families. To learn more and get involved this December, click here.

https://www.gtcuw.org/covid19fund/
https://www.gtcuw.org/covid19fund/
https://commonbond.org/
https://www.gtcuw.org/story/covid19-commonbond/
http://gtcuw.org
https://www.gtcuw.org/tcrebuild/
https://www.gtcuw.org/rebuild-funding/
https://www.hocmn.org/agency/african-economic-development-solutions/
https://www.gtcuw.org/story-rebuild-aeds/
https://uwhomeforgood.com/v2/page/RegistrationMenu/AssemblePacks
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_se_cl_rd_ge?orig=%2Fhz%2Fcharitylist%2Fls%2F2344M4A4OCW2A%3FpldnSite%3D1
https://uwhomeforgood.com/v2/page/DonatePage
https://uwhomeforgood.com/v2/page/Home

