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Unite to Fuel Change!
We live in a world where divisions and 
poverty affect everyone. The COVID-19 
pandemic and global civil unrest have 
forced a reckoning with long-standing 
systemic racism and oppression that 
has manifested in deep and predictable 
disparities in our community. The need 
for change is now.

Your gift to the Greater Twin Cities 
United Way fuels this work and 
brings us closer to more equitable 
community where all people thrive. 
When we unite as changemakers we 
are able to:  

• Connect people to critical resources 
through our free 211 resource 
helpline to ensure people have their 
basic needs met any time, day or 
night. 

• Leverage 211 data to identify and 
respond in real-time to community 
needs and crises. 

• Reduce disparate educational 
outcomes, close the racial wage 
gap and fortify our region’s 
workforce through innovations like 
Career Academies. 

• Collaborate with nonprofit partners, 
businesses and donors to create 
solutions that drive lasting change. 

• Amplify community voices, educate 
government officials and develop 
solutions to help address immediate 
needs and drive systemic change.

Join the changemaker movement and 
make your impact! No matter what 
shape it takes — donor, volunteer, 
champion — your role is crucial to our 
work.

Together, we will create a community 
where all people thrive regardless of 
income, race or place. 

Watch

THANK YOU FOR PREPARING 
LOCAL STUDENTS FOR 
SCHOOL!

Each year, more than 100,000 greater 
Twin Cities students return to school 
without essential school supplies to 
succeed in the classroom. On August 
12, community changemakers came 
together at Allianz Field for Greater 
Twin Cities United Way’s annual 
Action Day initiative to support local 
children going back to school this fall. 

In the weeks leading up to the event, 
donors contributed to the Action 
Day backpack fund and volunteers 
purchased supplies and assembled 
school supply packs at home. During 
the live Action Day event, volunteers 
packed backpacks full of essential 
school supplies and cheered on 
nonprofit partners and school districts 
as they picked up backpacks to be 
distributed to 50,000 students in the 
metro area.

It’s not too late to continue to support 
this important work, consider making 
a gift! When you make a gift to 
Greater Twin Cities United Way, you 
help disrupt systems and address 
the challenges no one can solve 
alone. Thank you for supporting local 
students and families!

Watch

Looking for national community content? Be sure to check your monthly email  
from Molly Boncaro entitled, Salesforce.org Philanthropy Newsletter.

https://youtu.be/dKhViW14iO0
https://uwactionday.org/v2/page/DonateMenu
https://youtu.be/i4ZKiQKSrvg
mailto:molly.boncaro@network.unitedway.org
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WE CAN ALL HELP PREVENT SUICIDE: NATIONAL 
SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK AND MONTH

September is National Suicide Prevention Month and 
National Suicide Prevention Week is the Monday 
through Sunday (September 5-11) surrounding World 
Suicide Prevention Day. All month, mental health 
advocates, prevention organizations, survivors, allies and 

community members unite to promote suicide prevention 
awareness. 

Did you know Greater Twin Cities United Way is now a local service provider 
of the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline? 

Building on the strong infrastructure of Minnesota 211, United Way’s social 
services information and referral program that facilitates almost 275,000 
referrals each year, the Minnesota Department of Health is investing in Greater 
Twin Cities United Way to develop, launch, and provide ongoing suicide 
prevention lifeline services for 36 Minnesota counties.

“When Minnesotans call the NPSL, United Way specialists listen with 
empathy, assess the crisis and risk, de-escalate callers and connect 
them to local support and resources to help them develop a safety plan,” 
said Carolina De Los Rios, United Way’s Mental Health and Suicide Prevention 
Program Officer. 

If you, or someone you know, is struggling with suicide, call 1-800-273-TALK 
(1-800-273-8255) for immediate support. 
 
Learn More

September 15th Kicks Off Hispanic 
Heritage Month!
National Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15 to October 15) traditionally 
honors the cultures and contributions of 
both Hispanic and Latino Americans as 
we celebrate heritage rooted in all Latin 
American countries

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic 
Heritage Week under President Lyndon 
Johnson and was expanded by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day 
period starting on September 15 and ending 
on October 15. It was enacted into law on 
August 17, 1988, on the approval of Public 
Law 100-402.

In 2020, Greater Twin Cities United Way 
showed continued commitment to our 
Hispanic American neighbors through the 
Twin Cities Rebuild for the Future Fund. The 
fund provided immediate support to small 
businesses owned by Black, Indigenous, 
Latinx, Asian, and People of Color (BILAPOC) 
for things like repairs, equipment, technology 
and building materials. Funds were dispersed 
to organizations like Latino Economic 
Development Center, an association of Latino 
entrepreneurs and leaders in the state of 
Minnesota.  

Centro Tyrone Guzman, a Greater Twin 
Cities United Way education partner, has 
been a key part of our community since 1974. 
They are a current grantee of Greater Twin 
Cities United Way’s Women United giving 
community, where funding is being used to 
expand the Siembra Montessori program.

Learn More

JUSTICE FOR ALL: A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT TO 
TRANSFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Racism and discrimination have no place in our society. And yet, racism and 
discrimination are woven into the fabric of the criminal justice system in our 
region and beyond.

During the summer of 2020, Greater Twin Cities United Way, The Minneapolis 
Foundation and the St. Paul & Minnesota Foundation came together to form 
Justice for All, a multi-year collaboration to help transform the criminal justice 
system in the Greater Twin Cities.

Listening, learning and leading alongside people directly affected by the criminal 
justice system – those who have been incarcerated, on probation, or arrested, 
plus their families and their communities – will not just reform, but transform, the 
system.
 
During United Way’s recent Community Connection Series event, we shared the 
developing work of our new collaboration, reflected on our learnings to date, 
and engaged in a deeper discussion with three members of the Community 
Advisory Team: Kevin Reese, Founder of Until We Are All Free; Jon Geffen, 
Director of the Reentry Clinic at Mitchell Hamline School of Law; and Nicole 
Green, Director at the Minnesota Department of Corrections.

Learn More

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org
http://www.centromn.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/hispanic-history/hispanic-heritage-month
https://www.gtcuw.org/justice-for-all-a-collaborative-effort-to-transform-the-criminal-justice-system/

